Domestic Exchanges

1.  WHAT:  Low key visits by US clubs with add on trips usually handled by the individual club members.

2. WHERE: These exchanges are limited to the domestic United States. Visits of 1-3 nights between clubs have no FFI fee. A reasonable fee is to be determined between the visiting and host club.  For 5-7 days domestic exchanges there is still a fee of $25 to FFI and $100 to the host club.

3. WHY: This is an excellent way to introduce new members to the exchange process and still provide an inexpensive alternative to overseas exchanges. It may require similar committees and chairs but, with less time involved. There are minimal language problems unless Boston is visiting Mississippi. 

4. WHO:  Of great importance is where does your club want to go? It may be a simple reciprocating trip after you have hosted someone into your area. Plan out for 1-2 years due to overseas commitments both inbound and outbound to take priority. MAKE THE CONTACTS EARLY HOWEVER.

It is important to evaluate the club you might like to visit via their web site.  his gives you a good idea of who they are via the pictures of their people on the site and the activities they mention. Also gives you some clues as to what they normally want to emphasize in their area. You might also find out that just because they are, for example, the Chicago club, only a few of their members live in Chicago or San Francisco or Reno. If they are spread out you might be limited to what you do see.

Ensure you are given a name to work with immediately for follow up as officers’ change. 

5. WHEN: Surely you wouldn’t want an inbound in June, July or August and certain months are true for the other clubs across the country. Your best clue is again to visit their web site and see when they have home hosted overseas or domestic clubs.  Then contact them ASAP after the overseas assignments have been made for NEXT year.

6. FINALLY: Make sure you review the 2009 Club and Exchange Policies recently updated and issued. (See attached; it is also available on the FFI site.)
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