Discover Exchanges

 

I have actually only been on one Discover Exchange, that is to Morocco.  I have been to Jordan on an All FFI Exchange.  I have spent 2 weeks in Turkey with another club and we were Day Hosted in a home.  In preparing this presentation, I learned a Discover exchange is where there is not a FFI club in this country or this area; but there is an interest in our purpose and mission. (Building understanding through personal friendships).  There are usually only one or 2 days of home hosting on a Discover Exchange.

 

This presentation therefore will be 70% on DISCOVER MOROCCO with the other 30% emphasizing how important it is at this time in history to understand Arab and Middle Eastern countries and culture.   Therefore, for my purposes I will use Jordan as a Discover Exchange (even though the club is presently inactive); and I am hoping we can get back a Friendship Force opportunity there. I will use a bit of Turkey because it is a Muslim country and (FFI has at least 2 clubs in Turkey) and it fits my purpose.

We were in Morocco for 2 weeks but most of my presentation is about 3 days.  Two days being in a home in Azrou (a Berber family) and one day and night in a commercial project in a small village where because of global warming, farming is no longer possible, “ A Day in the Life of the Berber.”
We signed up for Discover Guatemala but it was canceled because there was no interest. However, it is still on the FFI web site and Ken and I still want to go.   One of the points that I hope to make is Americans need to give their tourist dollars to places that so desperately need these dollars.  

Examples of listed 2009 DISCOVER Exchanges

In 2005 GNP per capita

Morocco
$1,694

Guatemala           
$1340

Croatia                
$8250

Ireland                
$40,232      (9th from the top)

In 2005 GNP per capita of some


2005 GNP per capita of some of our current     

of the top 15 countries



Exchanges toward the bottom of GNP

Norway 

$59,000



Egypt

$1255

Switzerland 
$54,925                                          
Columbia  
$2,292

Germany
$34,000                         

Turkey     
$4,704

USA

$43,743                                       
Costa Rica   
$4589

Sweden 

$41,040                                         
Romania    
$3,834

Japan 

$38,900                                            
Peru          
$2,612

Finland          
$37,000                                  
China        
$1736                         

Netherlands  
$36,000                                           
Mongolia  
$ 690-720

France            
$35,000                                          
Vietnam   
$ 625

Belgium        
$35,000                                                             

Friendship Force is not a travel club.  We have a mission: Building world understanding through personal friendships.   When you help an economy, you build friendship and global goodwill.   So let’s think about where we need to build.   Most of the people in the top 15 richest countries look like us, eat about the same food, and most speak English as second language because that is where the Founding Fathers of this nation came from. Stretch yourself. Get out of your comfort zone. Go on a Discover Exchange.

Peggy Benton, Dallas Friendship Force

pjbentonathome@hotmail.com
